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Act whose only object is to snatch misfortune and imprudence from, the rapacious relief of usury, and give the minor the chance of inheriting his estate without being undone by coming into possession.
Sir Oliv. So-so - Moses shall give me further instructions as we go together.
Sir Pet. You will not have much time, for your nephew lives hard by.
Sir Oliv. Oh! never fear: my tutor appears so able, that though Charles lived in the next street, it must be my own fault if I am not a complete rogue before I turn the corner.                   [Exeunt Sir Oliver and Moses.
Sir Pet. So, now, I think Sir Oliver will be convinced: you are partial, Rowley, and would have prepared Charles for the plot.
Row. No, upon my word, Sir Peter.
Sir Peter. Well, go bring me this Snake, and I'll hear what he has to say presently. - I see Maria, and want to speak with her. [Exit Rowley.] I should be glad to be convinced my suspicions of Lady Teazle and Charles were unjust. I have never yet opened my mind on this subject to my friend Joseph - I am determined I will do it - he will give me his opinion sincerely.
Enter MARIA
So, child, has Mr Surface returned with you?
Mar. No, sir; he was engaged.
Sir Pet. Well, Maria, do you not reflect, the more you converse- with that amiable young man, what return . his partiality for you deserves ?
Mar. Indeed, Sir Peter, your frequent importunity on this subject distresses me extremely - you compel me to declare, that I know no man who has ever paid me a particular attention whom I would not prefer to Mr Surface.
Sir Pet. So - here's perverseness! No, no, Maria, 'tis